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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to examination of the above-referenced application, please amend the 
application: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1 to 1 1 as follows: 

1. (Amended) A method of validating an operation during a call set up between 
first terminal and second temiinal via a digital telecommunication network, said call using a 
logical channel of a digital multiplex link including another logical channel to carry data, said 
method comprising the following steps 

during said call, setting up a hnk between said first terminal and a third terminal via 
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said other logical channel of the digital multiplex link, 

transferring between said first terminal and said third terminal via said other logical 
channel, confidential data not accessible to said second terminal for validating said 
operation effected during said call between said first terminal and second terminal, 
and 

sending an acknowledgement message confirming the validation of said operation 
from said third terminal to the second terminal. 

2. (Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said digital 
telecommunication network is an ISDN network and said step of setting up said link between 
said first terminal and second terminal includes opening a virtual circuit on a signaling channel. 

3. (Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said digital 
telecommunication network is an ISDN network and said link between said first terminal and 
third terminal uses a data channel. 

4. (Amended) A method according to claim 1, further comprising a step of setting 
up a link between said second terminal and third terminal via said network at the request of said 
second terminal prior to said step of setting up said link between said first terminal and third 
terminal, to request validation of said operation and then the sending of said acknowledgement 
message from said third terminal to said second terminal. 

5. (Amended) A method according to claim 4, wherein said step of setting up said 
link between said second tenninal and third terminal includes opening a virtual circuit on a 
signaling channel. 

6. (Amended) A method according to claim 4, wherein said link between said 
second terminal and third terminal and said call between said first tenninal and second terminal 
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are multiplexed on the same physical medium serving said second terminal from said network. 

7. (Amended) A method according to claim 1, further comprising, after said 
second terminal has received said acknowledgement message, a step of setting up another link 
between said second terminal and first terminal by opening a virtual circuit on a signaling 
channel. 

8. (Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said digital 
telecommunication network comprises a digital radio telephone network and said step of setting 
up said link between said first terminal and third terminal uses a short message service available 
on said radio telephone network. 

9. (Amended) An arrangement of terminals including first terminal and second 
terminal for validating an operation during a call set up between said first terminal and second 
terminal via a digital telecommunication network and using a logical channel of a multiplex 
digital link including another logical channel to carry data, and a third terminal between which 
and said first tenninal a link is set up during said call via said other channel of said multiplex 
digital link, between which and said first terminal confidential data not accessible to said second 
terminal is exchanged via said other channel for validating said operation effected during the call 
between said first terminal and second terminal, and from which an acknowledgement message 
confirming validation of said operation is sent to said second tenninal. 

10. (Amended) The arrangement of terminals according to claim 9, wherein said 
first terminal is that of a user, such as a customer, and said second terminal is that of another 
user, such as a vendor, so that said operation validated during said call between said first 
terminal and second terminal is a telepayment effected by said user of said first terminal to the 
benefit of said user of said second terminal and validated by said confidential data exchanged 
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between said first terminal and third terminal. 

11. (Amended) The arrangement according to claim 10, wherein said third 
terminal is a tenninal of a bank which manages an account opened by the user of said second 
terminal. 



The above-referenced application is amended to delete the multiple dependencies and to 
conform with U.S. Patent Practices. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached pages are captioned "Marked-Up Version Showing Changes". 



Date: March 12, 2002 
1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Telephone: (703) 684-1111 
Facsimile: (703) 518-5499 
AML:EJ 
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Respectfully submitted, 




HAUPTMAN OILMAN «& BERNER, LLP 



Registration No. 1 9,641 



ftlARKED-UP VERSION SHOWING CHANGES 

WHAT WE CIAIM IS : 

1. A method of validating an operation during a 

call set up between first and second terminals [j_Tl, T27| 
via a digital telecommunication network QlO^, said call 
using a logical channel of a digital multiplex link 
including another logical channel to carry data, 
characterized in that it comprises: 

- during said call, setting up |j^267| a link between 
the first terminal Q^Tirj and a third terminal ^T3)] via 
said other logical channel of the digital multiplex link, 

- transferring jTssJj confidential data between the 
first terminal j^Tirj and the third terminal |(T3)^ via said 
other logical channel, the confidential data being 
intended for validating the operation effected during the 
call between the first and second terminals [ttI, T2^, and 
being not accessible to the second terminal [(T2^, and 

- sending |j32)"] an acknowledgement message 
confirming the validation of said operation from the 
third terminal ^3)j to the second terminal |{T2j . 

2. A method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the digital telecommunication network is an ISDN 
network jj^lO^^ and setting up the link between the first 
and second terminals [(Tl, Ts")^ includes opening a virtual 
circuit on a signaling channel \(D) , 



3. A method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the digital telecommunication network is an ISDN 
network and the link between the first and third 
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terminals uses a data channel 

4. A method according to any of claims 3' 

characterized in that it further comprises setting up 
\^22^ a link between the second and third terminals Qt2 , 
T3)| via the network j^lO)^ at the request of the second 
terminal |(T2J^ prior to setting up |j26)^ the link between 
the first and third terminals |jTl, "^^^ to request 
validation jj,30j^ of said operation and then the sending 
|jj32r^ of the acknowledgement message from the third 
terminal |rr3ij to the second terminal \(T2^. 

5. A method according to claim 4, characterized in 
that the setting up 1(22)^ of the link between the second 
and third terminals (^12, T3^ includes opening a virtual 
circuit on the signaling channel |^( D^. 



[or J, 



6. A method according to claim 4 
characterized in that the link between the second and 
third terminals T3^ and the call between the first 
and second terminals ^1, T2J^ are multiplexed on the same 
physical medium serving the second terminal ^12^^ from the 
network ^lO^J. 

7. A method according to any one of"|claims 2 
characterized in that it further comprises, after the 
second terminal |(T2l] has received the acknowledgement 
message, setting up ^( 34 Q another link between the second 
and first terminals ^T2, TlJ by opening a virtual circuit 
on a signaling channel |^ D^j, 
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8. A method according to any one of ^laims 1 to^, 
characterized in that the digital telecommunication 

network comprises a digital radio telephone network and 
5 setting up said link between the first and third 
terminals |Tt1, TS^} uses a short message service available 
on the mobile radio telephone network. 

9. An arrangement of terminals including first and 
10 second terminals [j^Tl, T2j^ for validating an operation 

during a call set up between them via a digital 
telecommunication network [jloQ and using a logical 
channel of a multiplex digital link including another 
logical channel to carry data, characterized in that it 

15 comprises a third terminal [rr3)J between which and the 
first terminal ^Tl)^ a link is set up during said call via 
said other channel of the multiplex digital link, between 
which and the first terminal [jTl)^ confidential data is 
exchanged via said other channel, confidential data being 

20 intended being intended for validating the operation 
effected during the call between the first and second 
terminals I^Tl, T2Qand being not accessible to the second 
terminal ^T2j, and from which an acknowledgement message 
confirming validation of said operation is sent to the 

25 second terminal [j^T2^. 

10. An arrangement of terminals according to claim 
9, characterized in that the first terminal [(.Tl)) is that 
of a user, such as a customer, and the second terminal 

30 [{T2j^ is that of another user, such as a vendor, so that 
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said operation validated during the call between the 
first and second terminals j^'^l' "^^H ^ telepayment 

effected by the user of the first terminal jj(Tl)3 to the 

benefit of the user of the second terminal |rr2 )^ and 
validated by the confidential data transferred between 
the first and third terminals j^Tl , T3)|. 

11. An arrangement according to claim 10, 

characterized in that the third terminal QtsT) is that of 
a bank or the like which manages an account opened by the 
user of the second terminal |n'2^. 
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SPECIFICATION 

15 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Be it known that we, DUMORTIER Jean-Paul and HANNECART 
Eric, citizens of the French Republic and residing at : 
- Rue de Secqueville, 14740 PUTOT EN BESSIN, FRANCE 
20 - 196, rue du Buisson, 59700 MARCQ EN BAROEQL, FRANCE 

have invented new and useful iitiprovements in : 

VALIDATION OF AN OPERATION DURING A CALL BETWEEN TWO 
2 5 TERMINALS VIA A DIGITAL NETWORK 



of which the following is a specification : 
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SPECIFICATION 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation of the PCT 
International Application No. PCT/FROO/024 99 filed 
September 07, 2000, which is based on the French 
Application No. 99-11495 filed September 13, 1999. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 - Field of the Invenblon 

The invention relates to a method of validating an 
operation during a call set up between two terminals via 
a digital telecommunication network. It applies in 
particular to validating telepayment operations, for 
example using confidential data, such as credit or debit 
card numbers, identification or authentication codes, 
etc . 

2 - Description of the Prior Art 

If the digital telecommunication network is an 
integrated services digital network ISDN, the user 
terminals are connected to this network by bidirectional 
digital lines each of which carries multiplexed digital 
channels including at least two logical data channels B 
and one logical signaling channel D. Dialog calls between 
terminals use circuit-switched B channels, the D channel 
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being used for user-network signaling and being able to 
carry packet-switched user data at low bit rate. 

To transmit data during a conversation call using a 
data channel B, it is necessary to interrupt the 
5 conversation in progress between the users, and as a 
result the link is then allocated alternately either to 
the conversation or to carry data. The data carried in 
this way is not protected against attempts to intercept 
it and to use it in a fraudulent or unauthorized manner. 

10 If the digital telecommunication network used is a 

digital cellular radio telephone network, for example a 
GSM network, one of the terminals being a mobile radio 
telephone, the drawbacks mentioned above are again 
encountered if data must be exchanged during a call, 

15 which has to be interrupted to carry the data. 

OBJECT OP THE INVENTION 

One object of the invention is to avoid these 
20 drawbacks by making optimum use of the functions of the 
digital telecommunication networks. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 To this end the invention provides a method of 

validating an operation during a call set up between 
first and second terminals via a digital 
telecommunication network, said call using a logical 
channel of a digital multiplex link including another 

30 logical channel to carry data, characterized in that it 
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comprises : 

- during said call, setting up a link between the 
first terminal and a third terminal via said other 
logical channel of the digital multiplex link, 

5 - transferring confidential data between the first 

terminal and the third terminal via said other logical 
channel, confidential data being intended for validating 
the operation effected during the call between the first 
and second terminals and being not accessible to the 
10 second terminal, and 

- sending an acknowledgement message confirming the 
validation of said operation from the third terminal to 
the second terminal. 

The confidential data used to validate said 
15 operation is therefore, in accordance with the invention, 
sent over a dedicated channel, separate from the channel 
used for the call between the first and second terminals, 
without it being necessary to interrupt the call and 
without the second terminal having access to the 
20 confidential data, since the data is exchanged only 
between the first and third terminals and independently 
of the second terminal. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
25 digital telecommunication network is an ISDN network and 
setting up the link between the first and second 
terminals includes opening a virtual circuit on a 
signaling channel. 

ISDN users can benefit from Permanent Logical Link 
30 (PLL) services for simultaneous bidirectional transfer of 
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data structured into frames on their ISDN access D 
channels . 

Failing this, if the user of the first terminal 
does not have the benefit of the PLL services, the link 
5 between the first and third terminals for the transfer of 
confidential data can use a second data channel B of the 
user ISDN access. 

According to another characteristic of the 
invention, the method also comprises setting up a link 

10 between the second and third terminals via the network at 
the request of the second terminal prior to setting up 
the link between the first and third terminals, to 
request validation of said operation and then the sending 
of the acknowledgement message from the third terminal to 

15 the second terminal. 

The link between the second and third terminals 
advantageously uses the signaling channel D of the ISDN 
access line of the second terminal. 

As an alternative to this, the link between the 

20 first and third terminals is set up at the initiative of 
the first terminal, to validate said operation, and the 
link between the third terminal and the second terminal 
is then set up after said validation, to send an 
acknowledgement message to the second terminal. 

25 The invention also provides for another link to be 

set up between the first and second terminals by opening 
a virtual circuit on the signaling channel (D channel), 
after the acknowledgement message is received by the 
second terminal, to transfer data from the second 

30 terminal to the first terminal. For example, this applies 
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to downloading data from the second terminal into the 
first terminal following a transaction. 

In a variant of embodiment of the invention, the 
digital telecommunication network comprises of a digital 
5 radio telephone network and setting up said link between 
the first and third terminals uses a short message 
service SMS available on the mobile telephone network. 

The invention also concerns the arrangement of 
terminals including first and second terminals for 

10 validating an operation during a call set up between them 
via a digital telecommunication network and using a 
logical channel of a multiplex digital link including 
another logical channel to carry data. This arrangement 
is characterized in that it comprises a third terminal 

15 between which and the first terminal a link is set up 
during said call via said other channel of the multiplex 
digital link, between which and the third terminal 
confidential data is exchanged via said other channel, 
confidential data being intended for validating the 

20 operation effected during the call between the first and 
second terminals, and being not accessible to the second 
terminal, and from which an acknowledgement message 
confirming validation of said operation is sent to the 
second terminal. 

25 The invention applies generally to electronic 

commerce (e-business) . In this case, the first terminal 
is that of a user, such as a customer, and the second 
terminal is that of another user, such as a vendor, so 
that said operation validated during the call between the 

30 first and second terminals is a telepayment effected by 
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an user of the first terminal to the benefit of an user 
of the second terminal and validated by the confidential 
data transferred between the first and third terminals. 

The third terminal is then that of a bank or the like 
5 which manages an account opened by the user of the second 
terminal , 

The invention also applies when calls between 
terminals can continue only after identification or 
authentication of the calling users, verification of 
10 access codes, etc., and the identification, 
authentication, verification and like operations are 
performed in a secure manner by a third party. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

15 

The invention will be better understood and other 
features, details and advantages of the invention will 
become more clearly apparent in the course of the 
following description, which is given with reference to 
20 the accompanying drawings, in which: 

- FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a plurality of 
terminals connected via a digital network, carrying out a 
preferred embodiment of the method according to the 
invention; and 

25 - FIG. 2 is a flowchart of the essential operations 

of the method according to the invention. 
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In FIG. 1, digital terminals Tl and T2 are 
connected to access points of an integrated services 
digital network 10 by bidirectional digital lines 12 
5 which carry multiplexed digital channels including at 
least two data channels B and one signaling channel D in 
the case of a basic access, or 30 data channels B and one 
signaling channel D in the case of a primary access. 

As an alternative to this, the digital user lines 
10 12 are supported by the (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber 
Line) ADSL transmission technology. 

If the invention is applied to electronic commerce 
and telepayment, the first terminal Tl is that of a 
customer or a purchaser, for example, and the second 
15 terminal T2 is that of a vendor. 

The call between the terminals Tl and T2 is 
essentially a conversation, during which the customer 
confirms an operation such as a purchase. 

The call uses one of the data channels B of the 
20 digital line 12 in each of the two transmission 
directions . 

If the vendor subscribes to a Permanent Logical 
Link (PLL) service, the terminal T2 can, during the call 
with the terminal Tl of the customer, request the setting 

25 up of a link with a third terminal T3 of a telepayment 
manager, for example the bank of the vendor, by opening a 
virtual circuit in the signaling channel D. Using the D 
channel link between the terminals T2 and T3, the vendor 
transmits to its bank the characteristics of the purchase 

30 effected by the customer and including the identity of 



the customer, details of the items purchased, and the 
total amount of the purchase. 

If the customer also subscribes to the PLL service, 
the terminal T3 of the vendor' s bank requests the setting 
5 up of a link with the terminal Tl by opening a virtual 
circuit on the signaling channel D. A payment procedure 
using confidential data of the customer is then executed, 
this procedure relying on mechanisms defined by the 
French organization ADTP (Association pour le 
10 Developpement du Telepaiement - Telepayment Development 
Association) , for example, and which include the 
following functional steps: 

- identification of the item to be paid for and 
presentation of the item reference and the invoice 

15 amount, 

- presentation of the payment instruction and 
confirmation thereof by the customer, 

- payment procedure, involving the customer's bank 
and the vendor's bank, 

20 - display of a certificate of execution of the 

payment instruction, and 

- finalization of the payment transaction. 

The confidential data exchanged between the 
terminals Tl and T3 is not accessible from the vendor 
25 terminal T2, channels used for the links between the 
terminals Tl and T2 and between the terminals Tl and T3 
being separate, even if they are multiplexed in the same 
digital telephone user line serving the terminal Tl. 

At the end of the payment procedure the terminal T3 
30 validates the customer's payment by transmitting an 



9 



acknowledgement message to the terminal T2 via the link 
previously set up between them, and then clears down the 
link by releasing the corresponding D channel, after 
clearing down the D channel link with the terminal Tl . 
5 When confirmation of payment is received, the 

vendor ships the items purchased to the customer. If the 
purchase takes the form of digital data, the vendor 
terminal T2 opens a virtual circuit via the signaling 
channel D to send the data to the customer terminal Tl . 

10 The virtual circuits which are opened on the 

signaling channels D use a public packet-switched public 
data network (PPSDN) 14 between the two ends of the ISDN 
10 connected to the communicating terminals. 

If the vendor, the telepayment manager and/or the 

15 customer do not have the benefit of PLL services, the 
links between their terminals use only the data channels 
B. 

When the vendor terminal T2 is communicating with 
the customer terminal Tl and with the telepayment manager 
20 terminal T3, the vendor can also set up a link via a 
second data channel B with a wholesaler terminal T4, for 
example to replenish the vendor stock. 

The essential steps of the method are shown in the 
25 schematic flowchart of FIG. 2. 

The first step 16 of the method sets up a link 
between the terminals Tl and T2 using an outgoing data 
channel B from the terminal Tl. 

The next step 18 is a conversation between the 
30 users of the two terminals relating to a purchase 20 made 
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by the user of the terminal Tl. To finalize this 
purchase, the terminal T2 requests the setting up of a 
link with the terminal T3 of the telepayment manager by 
opening a virtual circuit on a signaling channel D, as 
5 shown in step 22. When that link has been set up, a 
request 24 to validate the purchase to the terminal T3 is 
sent from terminal T2 and is followed by setting up a 
link between the latter and the customer terminal Tl, as 
shown in step 26, by opening a virtual circuit on a 

10 signaling channel D if the user of the terminal Tl 
subscribes to the PLL service. 

The next step 28 includes exchanging confidential 
data between the terminals Tl and T3 to enable a 
validatation 30 of the purchase. 

15 When this validation has been obtained, the 

terminal T3 clears down the D channel link between itself 
and the terminal Tl and an acknowledgement message is 
sent from the terminal T3 to the terminal T2 at the 
following step 32 of the method, on the link previously 

20 set up between the terminals T2 and T3, which is then 
cleared down. 

In response to the acknowledgement message in the 
terminal T2 confirming payment for the purchase by the 
user of the terminal Tl, the vendor at the terminal T2 

25 can then ship or have them shipped, as shown in 34, the 
purchased objects or items to the user of the terminal 
Tl. Where appropriate, shipping can include downloading 
of digital data from the terminal T2 to the terminal Tl 
by opening a virtual circuit on a signaling channel D. 

30 During the call between the terminals Tl and T2, 
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which continues until the terminal T2 receives the 
acknowledgement message, the user of the terminal T2 may 
set up a link with the terminal T4 of a wholesaler, as 

shown in 36, this link using a second data channel B to 
5 access the ISDN network from the terminal T2 . The vendor 
sends the wholesaler a restocking request from the 
terminal T2 via this link, as shown in 38 . 

In a variant, the first terminal Tl is a mobile 

10 radio telephone terminal and the invention is applied to 
validating an operation in a call involving said mobile 
radio telephone terminal via a digital cellular radio 
telephone network which offers users a short message 
service (SMS) . Short messages are processed in the radio 

15 telephone network in the same way as signaling and 
transmitted by packets independently of a call involving 
the radio telephone terminal. The telepayment validation 
confidential data is then stored in non-volatile EEPROM 
memory in the SIM user identification module card 

20 removably incorporated into the radio telephone terminal. 

Also, some radio telephone terminals simultaneously 
provide a conventional telephone service and a general 
packet radio service GPRS which defines a packet-switched 
network architecture, and the GPRS network can be 

25 connected to fixed data networks in accordance with the 
X.25 recommendation, and thus to an ISDN network. 



12 



WHAT WE CLAIM IS 



1. A method of validating an operation during a 
call set up between first and second terminals (Tl, T2) 

5 via a digital telecommunication network (10) , said call 
using a logical channel of a digital multiplex link 
including another logical channel to carry data, 
characterized in that it comprises: 

- during said call, setting up (26) a link between 
10 the first terminal (Tl) and a third terminal (T3) via 

said other logical channel of the digital multiplex link, 

- transferring (28) confidential data between the 
first terminal (Tl) and the third terminal (T3) via said 
other logical channel, the confidential data being 

15 intended for validating the operation effected during the 
call between the first and second terminals (Tl, T2), and 
being not accessible to the second terminal (T2), and 

sending (32) an acknowledgement message 
confirming the validation of said operation from the 

20 third terminal (T3) to the second terminal (T2) . 

2. A method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the digital telecommunication network is an ISDN 
network (10) and setting up the link between the first 

25 and second terminals (Tl, T3) includes opening a virtual 
circuit on a signaling channel (D) . 

3. A method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the digital telecommunication network is an ISDN 

30 network and the link between the first and third 
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terminals (Tl, T3) uses a data channel (B) . 



4. A method according to any of claims 1 to 3, 
characterized in that it further comprises setting up 

5 (22) a link between the second and third terminals (T2, 
T3) via the network (10) at the request of the second 
terminal (T2) prior to setting up (26) the link between 
the first and third terminals (Tl, T3), to request 
validation (30) of said operation and then the sending 
10 (32) of the acknowledgement message from the third 
terminal (T3) to the second terminal (T2) . 

5. A method according to claim 4, characterized in 

that the setting up (22) of the link between the second 
15 and third terminals (T2, T3) includes opening a virtual 
circuit on the signaling channel (D) . 

6. A method according to claim 4 or 5, 
characterized in that the link between the second and 

20 third terminals (T2, T3) and the call between the first 
and second terminals (Tl, T2) are multiplexed on the same 
physical medium serving the second terminal (T2) from the 
network (10) . 

25 7, A method according to any one of claims 2 to 6, 

characterized in that it further comprises, after the 
second terminal (T2) has received the acknowledgement 
message, setting up (34) another link between the second 
and first terminals (T2, Tl) by opening a virtual circuit 

30 on a signaling channel (D) . 
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8. A method according to any one of claims 1 to 7, 
characterized in that the digital telecommunication 

network comprises a digital radio telephone network and 
5 setting up said link between the first and third 
terminals (Tl, T3) uses a short message service available 
on the mobile radio telephone network. 

9. An arrangement of terminals including first and 
10 second terminals (Tl, T2) for validating an operation 

during a call set up between them via a digital 
telecommunication network (10) and using a logical 
channel of a multiplex digital link including another 
logical channel to carry data, characterized in that it 

15 comprises a third terminal (T3) between which and the 
first terminal (Tl) a link is set up during said call via 
said other channel of the multiplex digital link, between 
which and the first terminal (Tl) confidential data is 
exchanged via said other channel, confidential data being 

20 intended being intended for validating the operation 
effected during the call between the first and second 
terminals (Tl, T2) and being not accessible to the second 
terminal (T2), and from which an acknowledgement message 
confirming validation of said operation is sent to the 

25 second terminal (T2) . 

10. An arrangement of terminals according to claim 
9, characterized in that the first terminal (Tl) is that 
of a user, such as a customer, and the second terminal 

30 (T2) is that of another user, such as a vendor, so that 
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said operation validated during the call between the 
first and second terminals (Tl, T2) is a telepayment 
effected by the user of the first terminal (Tl) to the 

benefit of the user of the second terminal (T2) and 
validated by the confidential data transferred between 
the first and third terminals (Tl, T3) . 

11. An arrangement according to claim 10, 
characterized in that the third terminal (T3) is that of 
a bank or the like which manages an account opened by the 
user of the second terminal (T2). 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Validating an operation during a call set up 
between first and second terminals via an integrated 
5 services digital network comprises, during said call, 
setting up a link between the first terminal and a third 
terminal via an ISDN access signaling channel, 
transferring confidential data between the first terminal 
and the third terminal via this channel, and sending an 
10 acknowledgement message confirming validation of the 
operation from the third terminal to the second terminal. 

The invention applies in particular to electronic 
commerce and to telepayment by means of an ISDN network. 

15 (FIG. 1) 
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